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August 31, 2026

H.E. Mr. Harihar Kant Poudel
Chargé d'Affaires a.i.
Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal in Japan

Message of Condolence and Sympathy
on the Floods and Debris Flows in Nepal

Your Excellency,

It is with profound sorrow that we have learned of the catastrophic floods and debris flows that struck
Rasuwa, Nuwakot and neighbouring districts of your country on 26 August, claiming a great many
precious lives and leaving numerous people still unaccounted for. With bridges and roads severed, we
understand that the full extent of the damage remains unknown, and our hearts are deeply pained.

On behalf of the people of Koya Town, I wish to express my sincerest condolences to those who lost
their lives, and my heartfelt sympathy to the bereaved families and to all those affected by this
disaster. We pray earnestly for the safety of as many as possible of those still missing, and for the
swift recovery of the injured. We also pay our deepest respect to the members of the Nepal Army, the
Nepal Police and all those engaged, day and night, in the rescue and search operations.

This year marks the eleventh year since Koya Town and Lumbini concluded the Comprehensive
Agreement on Cultural, Tourism and Exchange Cooperation between World Heritage Cities, and it is
also the seventieth anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Japan and the
Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal. As part of the commemorative activities, lotus plants
associated with Lumbini were presented to our town and came into beautiful bloom this summer.
Although we understand that the affected areas lie far from Lumbini, the grief your country now bears
is by no means a distant matter for us here in Koya.

For more than twelve centuries since its founding by Kobo Daishi Kukai, Mount Koya has been a
place of prayer for the repose of the departed and for the peace of all living beings. Together with the
prayers offered on the mountain, the people of our town pray sincerely that the souls of those who
perished in this disaster may rest in peace.

We pray from the bottom of our hearts for the earliest possible recovery and reconstruction of the
affected areas, and for the day when the people of Nepal may return to their peaceful daily lives.
Should there be anything our town can do to be of assistance, please do not hesitate to let us know.

Respectfully yours,

Yoshiya Hirano
Mayor of Koya Town, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan



